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ritish based Exposure has a 
long heritage of making 
well-regarded hi-   
products. Its product range 

boasts some serious high-end 
components that continue to blaze a 
trail for getting the most out of the 
CD format. The entry-level 1010 CD 
player and matching 1010 integrated 
ampli  er came out in 2012, but new 
media players and budget DAC 
solutions may have stolen some of 
their limelight. So, given the quality 
of its higher end products, how does 
Exposure fair when building products 
on a tighter budget? 

The 1010 CD player and 1010 
integrated amp can only be described 

 DETAILS
PRODUCT
Exposure 1010 
Series
ORIGIN
Malaysia/UK
TYPE
CD player/ 
integrated amp
WEIGHT
5kg/7kg
DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD)
440 x 90 x 310mm
440 x 90 x 310mm
FEATURES

 Analogue RCA 
output and optical 
out (CD player)

 50W per channel 
RMS 8 ohms (amp)

 3 analogue RCA 
inputs (amp)

 Fixed gain AV 
input, line level ‘tape’ 
output (amp)
DISTRIBUTOR
Exposure 
Electronics Ltd
TELEPHONE
01273 423877
WEBSITE
exposurehifi.com

The A Team
This Exposure combo looks to be a match 
made in heaven, Chris Ward loves it when 
a plan comes together

as understated in appearance. 
Available with black or silver 
anodised aluminium fascias they extol 
a rather British restraint. The steel 
casework isn’t as robust as some, but 
construction is solid. The sharp lines 
of the CD front plate house a simple 
array of push-button relay controls 
that operate all functions with a 
gentle press. The CD tray feels a little 
 imsy, but operates smoothly enough.  
The small, blue-lit display is a 

challenge to read across a bright 
room and looks a little dated 
compared to recent innovations, 
although it can be turned off. 
Frustratingly, the diminutive remote 
doesn’t allow the user to enter a 

numeric track number and so I  nd 
myself jabbing the track forward 
button to get to my desired tune. 

The matching amp is reassuringly 
weighty and sports the same silky 
aluminium fascia as the CD player. 
Around the back of both units 
connections are retained in sturdy 
backplates securely  xed to the 
chassis. Exposure claims some 
internal components in the 1010 
series are shared from its higher 
priced models. Features are relatively 
spartan – the CD player has just a 
simple pair of analogue outputs and a 
single optical output for those wishing 
to experiment with offboard DACs. 
The amp has three pairs of RCA 
inputs, a  xed gain AV input and a 
tape record connection. Neither 
component has a headphone jack so 
headphone lovers should look 
elsewhere. Single-wire speaker 
connections is enabled by 
 ush-mounted 4mm shrouded 

speaker sockets. 
Quick Start manuals ensure novices 

get connections right, but also set 
more sophisticated expectations 
around full run-in and warm-up times 
for more experienced audiophiles. 
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Analogue RCA 
outputs

Optical digital 
audio output

Shrouded-plug 
speaker outputs

RCA tape loop

CD input

The combo needs to warm up and 
comes properly on song after about 
30 minutes from cold. Despite 
guidelines to turn the amp on at 
minimum volume, I get a small ‘pop’ 
through the speakers on power up. 
Exposure claims this is a foible of the 
model, but no reason for concern.

Sound quality
Right from the outset this 
combination commands your 
attention. Together they seem to 
deliver a passion for music that just 
gets your toes tapping. Some hi-   
components can earn the compliment 
‘toe-tapping’ in a way that smacks of 
nice character to us plain-faced 
individuals. Yet brilliant pace, rhythm 
and timing should not be seen as a 
runner’s-up prize. I’d go further and 
say this is a primary hi-   virtue that 
some rivals can miss altogether. This 
Exposure combination achieves a rare 
balance between accuracy and soul.

Ben Harper’s Gold to Me leaps from 
a stable soundstage with absolute 
authority. Bass lines have powerful 
weight, yet clear leading edges that 
help you lock into the compelling 
drive of the track. The Exposure 
combo comes across as having 
brilliant timing and infectious rhythm, 
especially around the lower registers. 
Yet this pair also possesses 
a true lightness of touch, a smooth, 
informative mid band coupled with 
an airy treble that suggests the 
combination is very even-handed in 
delivering all the music on the disc. 
The CD player successfully picks up 
on Harper’s subtle rubbing of guitar 
slide on steel strings way back in the 
mix. Equally, hand chimes in the track 
are tightly focused and continue long 
after some other budget CD players 
have lost some of the decay detail.

Switching to Mutya Buena’s track 
Just A Little Bit con  rms the system’s 
natural ability with timing and 
rhythm. It locks straight into the 
funky groove, with cleanly separate 
bass, drums, vocals and brass all 
gelling into this modern soul classic. 

Turning back the clock with a spin 
of Saint-Saëns’ Organ Symphony can 
show up budget systems because they 
struggle to wrestle the bass weight 
with critical midband detail, but in 
this instance the Exposure combo 
doesn’t panic. Organ weight is 
convincing, although things get a 
little congested when the full 
orchestra joins in. 

Listening to John Grant’s Pale Green 
Ghosts, the complex rhythms of the 
syncopated electronic keyboards, 
vocals and claves are handled with 
assurance. Layers of music have real 
clarity and depth, creating a 
mesmerising backdrop for the rich, 
airy vocals to take one step forward. 
It’s a con  dent blend of  zzing treble 
energy, lush midband detail and potent 
bass drive. 

Strong rhythmic bass control is 
usually the preserve of ‘muscular’ amps 
and smooth, lifelike vocals generally 
come from plenty of mid band detail 
or valves. Given there’s only a claimed 
50W on tap and no tubes in sight, 
where is this magic coming from? In 
pursuit of deeper insights I break up 
this happy pair to quiz each in turn. 

In my reference system it seems as 
though it’s the 1010 CD player that’s 
mostly responsible for the grippy bass 
and airy soundstage, while the 
ampli  er appears to be where much 
of the  nesse is happening around the 
convincing midband. 

The 1010 player excavates plenty of 
rich detail from CDs and treble energy 
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CONNECTIONS

A focus on great 
sound quality and a 
passion to get closer 
to the music you love

If the silver finish 
isn’t to your 
liking there’s 
always the 
black option



LIKE: Communicative 
midband; great pace 
and timing; 
compliments CD 
player’s strengths
DISLIKE: No 
headphone jack 
WE SAY: A highly 
likeable and capable 
amp that gets you 
closer to your music 

OUR VERDICT AMP
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

FEATURES

OVERALL
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HOW IT 
COMPARES

feels extended. The 1010 is getting to 
some extra truth that other players 
may smooth off in the name of an 
easier listen. In isolation this could be 
too revealing in the wrong system. At 
the other end of the spectrum, bass 
power can be punchy and full, so 
again, a mismatched amp or inef  cient 
speakers could lose the quality 
message this player dredges up.

If the 1010 CD player is a class act 
for the money, then the 1010 amp is 
a bargain. Where the CD  nds extra 
treble and bass detail along with great 
timing, the ampli  er has a real  air 
for relaying the emotion of music. 
Great timing is preserved and its 
wonderful midband helps you get 
all the pivotal information and 
intonation around voices and 
instruments. Bass has weight and 
attack, yet also warmth and agility. 

But the real magic happens when 
they work together. Where the CD 
could potentially be too revealing, 
particularly on harsher tracks, the 
amp helps out with some forgiveness 
and extra insight into the music. Like 
any great double act, they play to one 
another’s strengths and support the 
other when things get tough. 

Conclusion
These Exposure components get you 
focusing on enjoying your music. 
Forget the sweet spot, this 
combination wants you up on your 
feet dancing. But this infectious 
rhythm and timing doesn’t come at 
the expense of accuracy.

The 1010 series components 
represent excellent value for money 
and buyers are clearly getting 
trickle-down insights from Exposure 
machines higher up the range.  

This is a  ne example of how the 
road to hi-   should start – a clear 
focus on delivering great sound 
quality and a passion to get you closer 
to the music you love. If you’re 
looking to buy a starter system, I’ve 
not heard anything sound more right 
than this combo at this price. 
Separately they’re strong, but 
together they make a hugely 
compelling case for an audition  

Q&A

CW: Many budget music solutions 
now look to computer files and 
DACs. Do you still have faith in 
CD as a quality source? 
DD: Yes, certainly, CD has been the 
primary source for most music lovers 
for over 30 years. We feel we can still 
push the boundaries of performance 
both in terms of ultimate 
performance and performance 
against cost. 

How have you cut costs to build the 
1010 components for the money?
Rather than the aluminium chassis 
that we use for our higher-priced 
models, the 1010 casework is steel to 
reduce cost. Although generally we 
use the same quality of parts, making 
cost savings by reducing power 
output, for example. The 1010 series 
is manufactured in our Malaysian 
factory, which is superbly equipped 
with highly skilled engineers, but 
allows us to build at the same quality 
for less money. In the case of the 1010 
series, only the final QC takes place in 
our UK premises.

To what extent are the 1010 
components getting ‘trickle down’ 
benefits from more expensive 
Exposure models?
In the critical areas of the 1010 series 
we try to use the same technology 
and quality of parts as in our more 
expensive models. For example, in 
the 1010 amplifier, the volume control 
is still a motorised ALPS unit and the 
power amp modules use the same 
power transistors as other models, 
including the range-topping MCX. 

With so many competitors, what 
would you say Exposure stands for?
Exposure aims to make products that 
sound good and work well for many 
years to come. We believe good hi-fi 
is still all about hair-raising and 
spine-tingling listening experiences. 
Exposure’s focus has remained very 
much on delighting the ears. We’re 
obsessed with sound reproduction 
and passionate about music.

David Denyer
Exposure PR

EXPOSURE 1010 SERIES
CD PLAYER/INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £415/£445

IN SIGHT

1

74

1

2

3

4

Main audio board

Display

CD transport 
mechanism

Toroidal mains 
transformer

The budget CD and 
integrated amp market 
is competitive and 
strong offerings from 
Rotel, Marantz, NAD 
and others all deserve 
auditions. Rotel 
products can dig out 
strong bass and have a 
far longer feature set, 
but they may not have 
the transparency, 
coherence and timing 
of the Exposure combo. 
Budget Marantz 
products will generally 
aim for a smoother 
sound and may suit 
those looking for a 
more laid-back delivery. 
NAD has just put the cat 
among the pigeons 
with the revival of its 
iconic 3020 amp 
(reviewed on page 50) 
with an intriguing new 
set of features. 
However, they may not 
have the sheer long-
term likability of the 
Exposure combo.

LIKE: Rhythm and 
timing; treble detail 
and tuneful bass; 
understated looks
DISLIKE: Display hard 
to read; otherwise 
nothing at this price 
WE SAY: Revealing 
player with great 
timing, extended treble 
and strong bass

OUR VERDICT CD
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

FEATURES

OVERALL
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Power supply 
capacitors

Signal capacitors

Motorised ALPS 
volume control

8 Toroidal mains 
transformer
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high fidelity engineering

Exposure Electronics Ltd:
Unit 18, Winston Business Centre
43 Chartwell Road
Lancing Business Park Lancing
BN15 8TU
Tel: +44 1273 423877
Fax: +44 1273 806648

Please visit www.exposurehifi.com

indulge your senses with real hi-f i sound


